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The December timetable change
marked the heating up of competition
between West Coast operator Virgin
and government-run East Coast for
passengers on the London to Scotland
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route.
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All thisis afar cry from the 1896
informal agreement between the West
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Coast and East Coast operators, which
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resulting in an understanding that
neither operator would try and reduce
the time taken to travel between
London and Scotland to less than 8 1/2
hours. This led to trains taking
approximately 1 1/2 hours longer than
they needed to to make Anglo-Scottish
journeys. It was only dropped when it
was realised that the agreement was
aiding the railwayis new enemy , the
long-distance road coach.

Virgin is in the running to operate the
East Coast franchise, which is due to
commence in February 2015, with an
announcement due in October on
which bid has been successful.
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