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Caledonian Sleeper rail franchise out to tender

Posted 04/04/13

Transport Scotland has begun
procurement for the new
Caldeonian Sleeper rail franchise
which is estimated to be worth
£375m over the full 16 year term.

The Scottish Government's transport
agency is now seeking bids to take
over sleeper services between London
Euston, Edinburgh, Glasgow,
Inverness, Aberdeen and Fort William
from First ScotRail in April 2015 when
sleeper services will be separated from
the franchise covering train services
within Scotland.

Confirmation of the need to replace or
refurbish rolling stock for sleeper
services is given in the OJEU contract
notice which adds that Transport
Scotland will invest between £50m and £60m in this project. The successful bidder for
the sleeper franchise will be required to project manage the delivery of new and/or
refurbished rolling stock to bring the service into line with ministerial expectations.
They will also relaunch the sleeper brand with the improved train offer expected to
lead to an increase in passenger numbers and revenues.

In 2011/2012 the Caledonian Sleeper service brought in about £20m of revenue,
insufficient to cover the £25m operating costs. The Scottish Government hopes
investment in rolling stock will ensure the service at least breaks even and the new
franchise agreement will include a profit share mechanism.

The successful bidder will be required to provide a loan facility from its parent
company of up to £4m plus a performance bond of up to the same amount.
Expressions of interest are due in by 22 May.

Transport Briefing is published by Acumen Intelligence Ltd. Unless otherwise specified all content © Acumen Intelligence 2013.
We've been writing about transport infrastructure since 2002 - we also produce the Crossrailnews and HS2 News websites.

Contact Transport Briefing: email editor@transportbriefing.co.uk Follow us on Twitter @transportb.

Front page News & analysis Intelligence & resources Agenda & monitors Power 200 Subscribe About

Caledonian Sleeper: existing
rolling stock will be refurbished or

replaced

East Coast jumped up rail refranchising queue
National Express targets low cost opportunities
Western bidders set deadline for costs resolution
West Coast: 'no one had to live with consequences'
DfT defends West Coast-only bid reimbursement
MTR/Deutsche Bahn lands £200m LOROL extension
MPs: Laidlaw fails to shed light on DfT workings
Western becomes second rail contest to be...
Brown defends faith in rail franchising system
Brown calls for OPRAF-inspired rail franchising...

News Analysis


