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Thursday February 7, 2013

PCC rejects call to raise cash from council tax
payers
Sue Mountstevens insists she will freeze Avon and Somerset police
funding from council tax precept for another year
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Sue Mountstevens

Police and Crime Commissioner (PCC) Sue Mountstevens has rejected calls to

raise more cash from council tax payers to pay for the Avon and Somerset

police force.

During a police and crime panel meeting yesterday, five members backed the

budget set out by the PCC – which included a freeze in council tax

contributions, made up for by government grants equating to a 1% council

tax rise.

Eleven members of the panel voted against her proposal though – a vote short

from vetoing the plan.

Ms Mountstevens said: “I have listened carefully to what the Police & Crime

Panel has said today and I agree with them that freezing the council tax is not

a long-term solution.

“During the election campaign the view of residents was clear to me, many

households are experiencing hard times and an increase in the policing part of

the council tax would be felt.

“I took account of these views in my budget planning and bearing in mind

that we are treated unfairly by government funding I felt that I could not turn

away a government grant equivalent to a 1% council tax increase.

“I will freeze the policing part of the council tax this year but I plan to have a

full consultation with residents next year.”
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Survey reveals Bristol’s education
poverty hotspots

UCU study shows more than
one in seven working-age
residents of half of cityʹs
constituencies has no
qualifications, higher than
the national average (Read
more...)

Lib Dems and Labour set out budget
amendments

Liberal Democrats are
urging George Ferguson to
save the proposed new
swimming pool in east Bristol
and a recycling centre in
south Bristol (Read more...)

Hunt for man who attacked 73-year-
old on busy shopping street

73-year-old victim left with
fractures to the face and a
bleed to the  brain after
lunchtime attack on
Bedminster Parade (Read
more...)

Bristol News Wire: Feb 8, 2013

Bringing you a round-up of
the top headlines from
around Bristol this morning
(Read more ...)

Explore the hidden treasures of
Cyprus

If you have a hankering to
investigate the hidden
corners of this
Mediterranean island, seek
out some of the other
treasures that Cyprus has to
offer (Read more...)
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The PCC must publish a five-year Police and Crime Plan by the end of March

2013 which sets out vision, aims and objectives for her term in office.

For 2013-14, the Avon and Somerset force is to receive £179m in government

grants. In order for the police to have a balanced budget for 2013-14, £7million

of savings must be made.

However, projections have shown the force could be in deficit by up to £35m

by 2016.
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Bristol News
Wire: Feb 4,
2013

Mayor backs
Lib Dem plan to
fund PCSOs

Mayor agrees
to look again at
PCSO budget
cuts

Police chief
considers
appeal after
High Court
defeat

PCC candidates
reject
'politicising
police' claims
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Vehicle maintenance: Extending your
car’s life

A regular maintenance
routine can significantly
extend the life  of your car,
and save you those costly
and frustrating breakdowns
(Read more...)


