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Scotland losing out as HS2
proposals attacked
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THE high speed rail route in England that would have offered the most benefit to Scotland has

been rejected in order to protect services to Lancashire, new documents show.

Route alignment options drawn up by HS2, the company set up by the Department for Transport to take

forward its plans, included a connection from a new 250mph line from London to the West Coast line north

of Preston.

This would have offered the best deal for passengers travelling north to Scotland as it would have cut

journey times for Anglo-Scottish rail services, HS2 said.

But, in advice published on the DfT's website this week, it rejected this in favour of a junction south of

Wigan to enable passengers from both Preston and Wigan to connect.

"Our key consideration here was that a connection further north would mean shorter journey times using

HS2 (high speed rail) to Scotland; however, it would also mean that such trains would not be able to call at

stations on the existing rail network between Bamfurlong and Brock," HS2 said.

The more northerly connection would have added £2 billion to the cost of building a high-speed rail network

as it would have required a new interchange station to be built near Preston to maintain connections to

Blackpool and other nearby stations.

The decision emerged amid a spat between the SNP and Scottish Labour over the lack of a concrete plan

to bring high-speed rail to Scotland.

A spokesman for the Scottish Association for Public Transport condemned the route alignment favoured by

the DfT, saying this ignored the benefits a line between Scotland and London would provide.

What do you think?
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Damien Henderson
Transport Correspondent

Surely the proposed junction south of Wigan is just the northerly end of the latest phase of the high

speed route, and the design should allow for further extension of the line northwards in future

phases. If there's no passive provision for this there's something far wrong with the design.

Robert Wakeham



Why would a Westminster Government help an independent country to improve its railway country?

It will not happen for years anyway, perhaps never.

Stuart Andrew D Rankin, West L
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