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The most recent new trains for Scotland are these

Scottish rolling stock reforms
Changes urged

Siemens-built Class 180 electric units

i 'LJ ; e bk A TRANSPORT pressure group says the next
generation of new trains for Scottish routes should
be owned by the government, rather than be
leased.

Transform Scotland has made the call as a
consultation continues on the shape of the next franchise north of the border, which is to start
in 2014.

Paul Tetlaw of Transform Scotland explained: "One of the failures of rail privatisation was the
decision to hand over ownership of the nation's trains to the private leasing companies rather
than retain the trains in public ownership. We believe that there is a good case for any new
trains procured by the Scottish Government to be owned by the state rather than be leased
under the failed model pursued in the 1990s.

"In Edinburgh the city council is now the proud owner of its own set of rail vehicles. Whatever
the problems that have beset the infrastructure works for the Edinburgh tram scheme,
Edinburgh Council was able to acquire a fleet of light rail vehicles in a relatively trouble-free
fashion. As such, we see no reason why the Scottish Government shouldn't own the nation's
trains rather than see them be leased from a profit-seeking private entity."

The Scottish Government agency Transport Scotland has set out a number of options for the
country's railways as part of its consultation. One possibility is the creation of several franchises
in Scotland after 2014, divided by type of service, and hackles have been raised by another
suggestion that some of the least-used stations could be closed.

But ministers have already been quick to dissociate themselves from those parts of the plan
which have encountered public opposition, saying that the ideas put forward are no more than
suggestions, which should not be taken to represent government policy.
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