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2010-11 POLICING PLAN:  NATIONAL TARGETS Updated to:


Key: 


Targets N1, N3, N5, N10 are updated to: 30 Sep 2010  (Last month to: 31 Aug 2010  ) GREEN Achieving target
Targets N2, N4, N6-N9 are updated to: 24 Oct 2010  (Last month to: 11 Aug 2010  ) AMBER Failing target by < 5%


RED Failing target by ≥ 5%


  London North London South
London 


Underground North Eastern
North 


Western Scottish
Wales & 
Western FHQ


BTP 
Total


N1  Non-suspicious Fatalities to be cleared within an average of 90 minutes
YTD Performance 78 82 66 83 70 89 81 78
YTD Target 90 90 90 90 90 90 90 90
Last month performance 78 84 65 84 69 82 83 78
Last month target 90 90 90 90 90 90 90 90
Better/worse Æ Å Æ Å Æ Æ Å Æ
Same period last year 78 77 69 71 62 84 92 78


N2  Reduce the number of Live Cable related offences from the 2009-10 level (excl. London Underground Area)  
YTD Performance 58 63 15 434 60 44 149 808
Target 69 30 0 258 44 8 88 498
Last month performance 44 41 7 295 42 25 112 559
Last month target 45 19 0 166 29 6 57 320
Better/worse Å Å - Å Å Æ Å Å
Same period last year 81 24 2 254 45 10 85 499


N3  Increase safety for at least 36 high-risk level crossings in partnership with Network Rail  
YTD Performance n/a n/a - n/a n/a n/a n/a n/a
YTD Target - - - - - - - -
Last month performance n/a n/a - n/a n/a n/a n/a n/a
Last month target - - - - - - - -
Better/worse
Same period last year n/a n/a - n/a n/a n/a n/a n/a


N4  Reduce overall notifiable crime (excluding police generated offences) from the 2009-10 level
YTD Performance 6795 8049 6970 3400 2549 1206 3748 32717
Target 6495 7508 7464 3053 2487 1189 3421 31618
Last month performance 4319 5229 4489 2252 1628 806 2461 21184
Last month target 4173 4824 4796 1962 1598 764 2198 20315
Better/worse Æ Å Å Å Æ Å Å Å
Same period last year 6831 8004 7339 3133 2649 1245 3670 32871


N5  To Respond to at least 80% of all Immediate incidents within 20 minutes (2010-11 Target)
YTD Performance 91% 90% 98% 83% 91% 88% 88% 91%
YTD Target 80% 80% 80% 80% 80% 80% 80% 80%
Last month performance 92% 90% 98% 82% 92% 88% 88% 91%
Last month target 80% 80% 80% 80% 80% 80% 80% 80%
Better/worse Æ Å Æ Å Æ Å Æ Æ


Same period last year n/a n/a n/a n/a n/a n/a n/a n/a


N6  Increase the number of detections for staff assault offences from the 2009-10 level
YTD Performance 185 201 154 59 82 16 118 815
Target 169 206 148 78 81 30 119 830
Last month performance 128 125 100 34 57 9 73 526
Last month target 108 132 95 50 52 19 76 533
Better/worse Æ Å Æ Å Æ Å Å Æ


Same period last year 183 213 128 72 78 24 106 804


N7  Reduce the number of serious VAP, sexual and robbery offences from the 2009-10 level
YTD Performance 402 582 472 208 163 87 200 2114
YTD Target 438 555 493 194 172 107 222 2181
Last month performance 267 382 326 143 93 56 149 1416
Last month target 282 357 317 125 111 69 143 1,402
Better/worse Å Å Å Å Æ Æ Å Å
Same period last year 449 527 453 203 193 113 236 2,174


N8  Increase the number of offenders detected for Anti-Social Behaviour offences between 8pm and 2am by at least 20% from the 2009-10 level
YTD Performance 297 359 832 455 387 159 386 2,875
YTD Target 339 364 757 493 370 210 370 2,905
Last month performance 172 215 582 255 240 95 225 1,784
Last month target 217 233 486 317 238 135 237 1,867
Better/worse Å Å Æ Å Å Å Å Å
Same period last year 283 291 673 428 295 203 349 2522


N9  Increase the number of offenders detected for offences relating to Football Related Disorder by at least 25% from the 2009-10 level
YTD Performance 68 39 62 68 53 38 158 486
YTD Target 71 25 55 138 57 51 159 559
Last month performance 38 31 62 43 43 26 117 360
Last month target 37 19 39 81 28 31 111 349
Better/worse Æ Æ Æ Æ Æ Æ Æ Æ
Same period last year 53 19 41 115 48 38 133 447


N10  Increase passengers’ perceptions of safety for at least 42 stations where perception is currently low
YTD Performance 5 3 3 3 4 5 5 28
YTD Target 5 5 6 5 5 5 5 36
Last wave performance n/a n/a n/a n/a n/a n/a n/a n/a
Last wave target - - - - - - - -
Better/worse
Same period last year n/a n/a n/a n/a n/a n/a n/a n/a


24 Oct 2010
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2010-11 POLICING PLAN:  NATIONAL TARGETS (continued) Page 2  


Key:
Targets N11, N13- N14 are updated to: 30 Sep 2010  (Last month to: 31 Aug 2010  ) GREEN Achieving target
Targets N12 are updated to: 24 Oct 2010  (Last month to: 11 Aug 2010  ) AMBER Failing target by < 5%


RED Failing target by ≥ 5%


London North London South
London 


Underground North Eastern
North 


Western Scottish
Wales & 
Western FHQ


BTP 
Total


N11  Quality of Service Overall satisfaction rate to be at least 80%
YTD Performance 84% 86% 92% 84% 87% 90% 83% 87%
YTD Target 80% 80% 80% 80% 80% 80% 80% 80%
Last month performance 85% 86% 93% 85% 88% 90% 81% 87%
Last month target 80% 80% 80% 80% 80% 80% 80% 80%
Better/worse Æ Å Æ Æ Æ Æ Å Æ
Same period last year 84% 86% 90% 88% 91% 93% 88% 87%


N12  Increase the Offences Brought to Justice rate for serious VAP, sexual and robbery offences by at least two percentage points from the 2009-10 level
YTD Performance 44% 25% 25% 39% 23% 29% 30%
YTD Target 34% 31% 21% 38% 37% 39% 31%
Last month performance 43% 27% 22% 41% 32% 29% 31%
Last month target 34% 31% 21% 38% 37% 39% 31%
Better/worse Å Æ Å Æ Æ Å Æ
Same period last year 32% 28% 16% 34% 37% 33% 28%


N13  Improve the representation level of female police officers from the 2009-10 level
YTD Performance 16.0%
YTD Target 16.0%
Last month performance 16.0%
Last month target 16.0%
Better/worse Ã


Same period last year n/a


N14  Representation of BME officer to be at least that in 2009-10
YTD Performance 6.6%
Target 6.6%
Last month performance 6.6%
Last month target 6.6%
Better/worse Å
Same period last year 9%


N15  Average sickness per employee to be less than an average of 7.7 days
YTD Performance 3.28 2.46 3.82 4.06 3.57 3.92 3.56 3.61 3.60
YTD Target 3.85 3.85 3.85 3.85 3.85 3.85 3.85 3.85 3.85
Last month performance 2.72 2.04 3.18 3.26 3.10 3.32 3.17 2.97 2.98
Last month target 3.21 3.21 3.21 3.21 3.21 3.21 3.21 3.21 3.21
Better/worse Æ Æ Æ Æ Å Å Å Æ Æ
Same period last year 3.26 2.97 2.89 3.96 4.68 5.37 3.79 3.58 3.54


N15a  Average sickness per police officer to be less than an average of 7.7 days
YTD Performance 4.01 2.38 3.91 4.09 4.12 4.25 3.81 3.60 3.72
YTD Target 3.85 3.85 3.85 3.85 3.85 3.85 3.85 3.85 3.85
Last month performance 3.25 1.92 3.19 3.20 3.61 3.58 3.32 2.99 3.07
Last month target 3.21 3.21 3.21 3.21 3.21 3.21 3.21 3.21 3.21
Better/worse Æ Æ Æ Æ Å Å Å Æ Æ
Same period last year 3.74 2.68 2.43 4.66 4.33 5.70 4.00 3.72 3.59


N15b  Average sickness per PCSO to be less than an average of 7.7 days
YTD Performance 2.66 5.37 9.36 2.08 2.94 n/a 5.91 4.58
YTD Target 3.85 3.85 3.85 3.85 3.85 n/a 3.85 3.85
Last month performance 2.10 5.13 8.02 1.72 2.13 n/a 5.31 3.93
Last month target 3.21 3.21 3.21 3.21 3.21 n/a 3.21 3.21
Better/worse Æ Å Å Æ Æ - Å Å
Same period last year 2.08 3.11 6.38 4.15 7.66 n/a 5.73 4.17


N15c  Average sickness per staff employee to be less than an average of 7.7 days
YTD Performance 1.60 1.68 2.85 4.75 2.43 1.46 1.70 3.64 3.13
YTD Target 3.85 3.85 3.85 3.85 3.85 3.85 3.85 3.85 3.85
Last month performance 1.29 1.13 2.29 3.99 1.85 1.37 1.44 2.98 2.55
Last month target 3.21 3.21 3.21 3.21 3.21 3.21 3.21 3.21 3.21
Better/worse Æ Æ Æ Å Æ Å Å Æ Æ
Same period last year 2.36 4.13 3.49 1.54 4.44 2.36 1.79 3.50 3.29


2010-11 Policing Plan Executive Summary: National Targets
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2010-11 POLICING PLAN:  LOCAL TARGETS, LONDON AREAS Page 3
Key:


GREEN  Achieving target
Targets LN1- LN3, LS1- LS6, LU1- LU7 are updated to: 24 Oct 2010 (Last month: 11 Aug 2010 ) AMBER  Failing target by < 5%


All other Local, London Area Targets are updated to: 30 Sep 2010 (Last month: 31 Aug 2010 ) RED   Failing target by ≥ 5%


London North Hate Crime: 
Detection Rate


Cycle Crime: 
Detections


Route Crime: 
Detections


Neighbourhood 
Policing: Problem 


Solving Plans


Police Visibility & 
Engagement: Joint 


Operations


Industry Visibility & 
Engagement: Joint 


Operations


Preparedness


LN1 LN2 LN3 LN5 LN6 LN7 LN8
YTD Performance 55% 144 493 28 45 76 2
YTD Target 55% 132 475 31 60 60 2
Last month performance 49% 99 295 22 36 67 2
Last month target 55% 85 305 26 50 50 2
Better/worse Å Æ Å Å Å Æ -
Same period last year 48% 140 496 n/a n/a n/a n/a


 


London South Staff Assaults: 
Recorded Offences


Anti- Social 
Behaviour Offences- 


Detections


Ticket Machine 
Offences: Detections


Trespass:
Detections


Graffiti damage > 
£1,000: 


Rec'd Offences


Cycle Crime: 
Detections


Neighbourhood 
Policing: Joint 


Initiatives/ 
Operations


LS1 LS2 LS3 LS4 LS5 LS6 LS7
YTD Performance 298 2,184 51 405 47 133 390
YTD Target 303 1,696 80 366 58 133 163
Last month performance 199 1415 41 254 24 62 335
Last month target 195 1090 51 235 37 85 135
Better/worse Å Æ Æ Å Æ Å -
Same period last year 297 1,855 64 362 56 180 n/a


London 
Underground


Hate Crime: 
Detection Rate


Staff Assaults: 
Recorded


Theft of Passenger 
Property: Recorded


Theft of Passenger 
Property: Detections


Cycle Crime: 
Recorded


Graffiti: Detection 
Rate


Economic Crime & 
Industrial Harm: 


Detections
LU1 LU2 LU3 LU4 LU5 LU6 LU7


YTD Performance 43% 302 3,368 227 32 57% 31
YTD Target 43% 361 3,853 197 31 24% 23
Last month performance 44% 185 2,131 160 26 33% 26
Last month target 43% 232 2476 127 20 24% 15
Better/worse Æ Æ Æ Æ Å Å Æ
Same period last year 36% 376 3,714 220 40 0 12


London Underground  
(cont'd)


Visibility & 
Engagement- Joint 


Operations


Passenger 
Confidence- LU Area


Passenger 
Confidence: Priority 


Locations


Neighbourhood 
Policing: Problem 


Solving Plans


DLR Joint Revenue 
Operations


LU8 LU9a LU9b LU10 LU11
YTD Performance 281 n/a n/a 50 29
YTD Target 34 - - 34 30
Last month performance 233 n/a n/a 42 26
Last month target 28 - - 28 25
Better/worse Æ - - Æ Æ
Same period last year n/a n/a n/a n/a n/a


2010-11 Policing Plan Executive Summary: Local Targets
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2010-11 POLICING PLAN:  LOCAL TARGETS, NON-LONDON AREAS Page 4
Key:


GREEN   Achieving target


Targets NE1 - NE2, NW1, SC1, WW1 updated to: 24 Oct 2010  (Last month: 11 Aug 2010  ) AMBER   Failing target by < 5%


All other Local, non-London Area Targets are updated to: 30 Sep 2010  (Last month: 31 Aug 2010  ) RED   Failing target by ≥ 5%


North Eastern Violence & Sexual 
Offences: Detection 


Rate


Serious Route 
Crime: Detection 


Rate


Staff Assaults: 
Incidents


Neighbourhood 
Policing: Problem 


Solving Plans
NE1 NE2 NE3 NE4


YTD Performance 57% 22% 393 5
YTD Target 64% 21% 412 12
Last month performance 53% 19% 322 4
Last month target 64% 21% 344 10
Better/worse Å Å Æ Å
Same period last year 64% 19% 417 n/a


North Western Violence & Sexual 
Offences: Detection 


Rate


Staff Assaults: 
Incidents


Neighbourhood 
Policing: Problem 


Solving Plans


Neighbourhood 
Policing: Problem 


Solving Plans 
(Route)


NW1 NW2 NW3 NW4
YTD Performance 39% 309 16 0
YTD Target 52% 331 12 2
Last month performance 47% 256 5 0
Last month target 52% 276 10 2
Better/worse Æ Æ Å -
Same period last year 53% 382 n/a n/a


Scottish Sectarian Related 
Offences: Offences 


Detected


Service 
Response 


Agreements


    


SC1 SC2  
YTD Performance 28 94%
YTD Target 8 80%
Last month performance 21 94%
Last month target 6 80%
Better/worse Ã -  
Same period last year 8 n/a


Wales & Western Aggression towards 
Staff: Detection Rate


Anti Social 
Behaviour: 


Problem Solving 


 


WW1 WW2  
YTD Performance 61% 13  
YTD Target 64% 12
Last month performance 61% 10
Last month target 64% 10
Better/worse Æ Å
Same period last year 59% n/a


2010-11 Policing Plan Executive Summary: Local Targets
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REPORT TO:   British Transport Police Authority 
DATE:   1 November 2010 
SUBJECT:  Chief Constable’s Report  
SPONSOR:  Chief Constable 
AUTHOR:  PI Robin Edwards 


 
1. PURPOSE OF REPORT 
1.1 The purpose of this report is to provide members with an overview of activity within British 


Transport Police (BTP) since the last report to the British Transport Police Authority (BTPA) 
meeting on 30 September 2010. 


 
2. PERFORMANCE OVERVIEW 
2.1 Overall notifiable crime is down 3% when compared to the same period last year with 35,628 


recorded during 2010/11 (1 April 2010 to 24 October) 2010 to compared to 36,799 over the 
same period in 2009/10. Total notifiable and non notifiable crime is down by 2.9% which equates 
to a reduction of 1,670 offences. Other areas of note are a 7.7% reduction in Serious Public 
Disorder offences, 3.6% reduction in Less Serious Public Disorder offences, 3% reduction in 
Staff Assaults, 12.5% reduction in Serious Line of Route offences, 11.4% reduction in Criminal 
Damage, and a 9.3% reduction in Robbery offences. There has been an increase in Sexual 
offences with a rise of 5.7% which is reflected nationally across Home Office forces. Appendix A 
contains the Policing Plan Executive Summary which details BTP performance against its 
National and Local targets. 


 
2.2 Live cable offences remain a challenge for BTP, compounded by an increasing copper price to a 


high of £5249 per tonne during October 2010. The correlation between the price of copper and 
cable is reflected in the number of offences recorded, although the level since august is lower 
than the offences recorded between April and July despite the rise in copper prices.  790 Live 
Cable offences have been recorded year to date, against a yearly target of 878 offences. 


 
3. 7 JULY 2005 LONDON BOMBINGS INQUEST 
3.1 The Inquest into the 7 July London Bombings commenced on 11 October 2010 at the Royal 


Courts of Justice. Evidence is being heard by The Right Honourable Lady Justice Hallett, who is 
sitting as Assistant Deputy Coroner.  The evidence is being heard in sequential incident order – 
Aldgate, Edgware Road, Russell Square and Tavistock Square. 


 
3.2 Operation Pendulum has been set up to prepare BTP’s evidence to the Inquest and has 


provided the Coroner’s legal team with a significant amount of material in one of the largest 
disclosure exercises ever carried out by BTP.  Twenty four BTP witnesses are giving evidence 
to the Inquest out of a witness schedule that totals nearly 600 people.  On 20 and 21 October 
2010 the first BTP witness, Detective Inspector Barker gave his evidence. 


 







PROTECTIVE MARKING: NOT PROTECTIVELY MARKED 
BRITISH TRANSPORT POLICE 


 
 


 
 


Agenda Item 3    
 


 


 
Page 2 of 6  


PROTECTIVE MARKING: NOT PROTECTIVELY MARKED 


3.3 One of the themes emerging from the Inquest is criticism levelled at the emergency services 
regarding delays around the speed of response.  As the Inquest develops, further issues that are 
of concern to the families, survivors and Coroner may emerge which could impact on BTP.  The 
issue of preventability will be examined in 2011, and various individuals and interested parties 
will be expected to detail their knowledge of the intelligence that was known about the four 
suicide bombers prior to the bombings. The Inquest is expected to run until March 2011. The 
Coroner’s Inquests into the deaths of the four suicide bombers have been adjourned indefinitely.  


  
4. COUNTER TERRORISM 
4.1 The Security Services have raised the threat level of an attack from a Dissident Irish Republican 


Group on the mainland to substantial - this means that an attack is a strong possibility. In all 
previous Republican campaigns terrorists have sought to attack and disrupt the rail network. 
Contingency plans are in place within BTP to deal with such an attack and the Force is working 
jointly with the industry and other agencies in response to this increased threat level.  


 
4.2 Widespread media reporting of the threat of an Al Qaeda inspired attack are further reminders 


that the national threat level indicates that an attack is highly likely.  
 
5. HMIC 
5.1 HMIC conducted an inspection of BTP week commencing 4 October. The inspection covered 


four domains - local crime and policing, protection from serious harm, value for money, and 
confidence and satisfaction. The HMIC team visited London Underground and North Western 
Areas, as well as conducting interviews with members of the Strategic Command Team, Force 
Headquarters departments, BTPA members, as well as holding a number of staff focus groups. 
The initial feedback from the inspection team was positive and indicated there are no high risk 
areas for improvement. The draft HMIC report is expected at the end of October and a formal 
debriefing with the Deputy Chief Constable has been arranged for 3 November. 


 
6. VISIT OF POPE BENEDICT XVI  
6.1 Pope Benedict XVI’s visit during 16-19 September 2010 was a challenging operation for BTP.  


The numbers of visitors and possible protestors who used public transport to attend the 
organised events and line the Pope’s route over the four days was significant.  The operation 
required a flexible plan to deal with the uncertainty of the numbers attending, the level of any 
protest, and the emotional response of the attendees.   


 
7. MEETINGS AND EVENTS 


Awards Ceremony 
7.1 The Chief Constable awarded Certificates of Commendation, Police Long Service and Good 


Conduct Medals, Judges Commendations and a Police Bravery Award at a ceremony held at 
Force Headquarters on 27 September 2010.   The ceremony was an opportunity to recognise 
the achievements of BTP officers and staff, as well as rail staff and members of the public who 
actively assist police officers carrying out their duty and keeping the railways free from the fear 
of crime. 
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Chief Constable’s Seminars 
7.2 On 8 October 2010 the first of a series of Chief Constable’s Seminars took place in London.  


The Chief Constable is using these seminars to brief officers and police staff on his vision for 
BTP, the challenges facing the Force, and the role all BTP employees in responding to these 
challenges. A stakeholder has also been invited to speak at each seminar to provide staff with a 
rail industry perspective. So far representatives from Southern, Southeastern, Strathclyde 
Partnership for Transport and London Underground have spoken at these events and provided 
informative and well received updates on life in the industry, what they expect from BTP, and the 
challenges ahead.  To reduce the cost of these events we are not using hotels this year and 
have sourced cheap, and sometimes free, alternative venues from our stakeholders. Further 
events are taking place during October and November in each of BTP’s Areas. 


 
Stakeholder meetings 


7.3 The Chief Constable continues to meet with train operating companies and over the past month 
has met with Mark Hopwood, First Great Western and Andy Cooper, Cross Country Trains. 
Feedback from both was very positive about the service provided by BTP, but both expressed 
concern about incidents that cause disruption to the rail network, including metal theft and 
fatalities. 


 
 The Chief Constable met Kenny MacAskill, Cabinet Secretary for Justice and Stewart Stevenson 


MSP, Minister for Transport, Infrastructure & Climate Change when he was in Scotland on 18 
October. Both in the past have been critics of BTP but due to the time invested by Assistant 
Chief Constable McCall in developing the relationship with Scottish Government, both are now 
complementary about the policing service provided by BTP and recognise the value in having a 
specialist police force for the railways. 


 
8. OPERATIONAL OVERVIEW 


Cable thieves jailed in Sheffield 
8.1 Two men who admitted stealing signalling cable from a location near to Masbrough Station, 


Rotherham on 12 January 2010 were each jailed for three years at Sheffield Crown Court. The 
men carried out the theft in the early hours of the morning and stole 150 metres of cable that 
they later sold to a local scrap dealer for £69. 
 


8.1.1 The theft caused 127 trains to be cancelled, delays totalling over 20 hours and £28,000 of repair 
costs.  The men were detained after being caught on CCTV dragging a distinctive tool box away 
from the lines. Officers followed the wheel tracks of the tool box to a local housing estate where 
the suspects were arrested. 
 


8.1.2 Judge Robert Moore said in his summing up, “The police do their best and the courts must play 
their part.  Let the message go out that people who steal signalling cable from the railway will be 
locked up with heavy sentences.” 
 
Graffiti Offender Jailed 
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8.2 The offender struck numerous times at railway sidings near to Southend Victoria station, 
spraying his tag ‘WEAR’ on trains under the cover of darkness. He used his phone to video 
himself vandalising the trains and to take pictures of himself posing with several large cannabis 
plants he had grown in his back garden. He caused damage to 11 trains in total, all of which had 
to be taken out of service and professionally cleaned. The offender was first arrested on 8 
October 2009 after he was challenged by a train driver who had spotted him by a train with a 
freshly painted ‘WEAR’ tag on it. He ran off, but was later detained and arrested outside the 
station by two BTP officers. His mobile phone contained footage of him spray-painting trains and 
photos of him with cannabis plants. Detectives continued their investigation and found a picture 
of the offender posing by a wall covered in graffiti on a social networking site. 


 
8.2.1 The offender was bailed during the protracted enquiry, but continued to offend on railway 


ground, committing further offences in April and May 2010. He was charged with five counts of 
criminal damage and one count of cannabis cultivation. A further graffiti offence, at Grove Park 
depot in South London on 3 June 2010 was taken into consideration.  As a result of the 
investigation, the offender was sentenced to 12 months imprisonment. 


   
 
 


Graffiti Offenders Arrested 
8.3 An offender who was identified by covert CCTV cameras was linked to other prolific offenders 


responsible for criminal damage. An investigation commenced involving covert technology, 
forensic examination, liaison with other police forces, and the collation of numerous statements. 
As a result of the investigation four active graffiti vandals were charged with conspiracy.  
 


8.3.1 Strict bail conditions were imposed on the offenders arrested which resulted in a considerable 
reduction in the number of graffiti offences reported. The defendants were alleged to be 
responsible for numerous offences of criminal damage across London and Essex over a 
substantial period of time. The offenders were charged with conspiracy to cause damage and 
received sentences ranging from nine to eighteen months which were suspended for two of the 
offenders and fines totalling £3000. 
 
Aggravated Burglary 


8.4 A man was sentenced to an indeterminate jail term for the protection of the public at Cambridge 
Crown Court on 6 October 2010.  On 11 January 2009 the offender travelled to Biggleswade 
station.  When he arrived at the station he cut the station’s telephone lines and alarm system, 
before breaking into an office.  Once inside he waited for station staff to arrive for the morning 
shift, when he confronted them wearing a mask. He shouted at the member of staff to hand over 
the keys to the safe, while threatening him with a hammer.  He then tied the member of staff up 
and locked him in a toilet before emptying the safe of a substantial amount of cash and making 
his escape. 


 
8.4.1 The investigation was challenging as the offender had carefully planned the crime and left no 


forensic evidence at the scene.  As well as conducting enquiries in the local area, officers 
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received information from two witnesses who identified the offender, who walked with a 
distinctive gait.  Following arrest he denied any involvement with the offence but was 
subsequently charged with aggravated burglary and false imprisonment.  It took a jury just 90 
minutes to return a unanimous guilty verdict. 
 
Attempted Murder in Scotland 


8.5 On 25 September 2010 a 35 year old man was attacked by three offenders as he left 
Drumfrochar station.  The victim attempted to escape by running back into the station and along 
the platform where he was knocked to the ground by two male attackers.  They then proceeded 
to kick, punch and strike the victim with a bottle several times to the head and body.  One of the 
attackers left the scene to pick up a brick and on his return he struck the victim several times to 
head.  During this incident a female ran the full length of the platform to join in the attack by 
kicking and stamping on the victim’s head.  The assailants left the location but as they did the 
victim was seen to move and struggle towards the exit of the station at which point one of the 
assailants returned to stamp on the victim’s head and again strike him several times with the 
brick.  The ferocity of the attack caused the brick to break up on contact with the victim’s head.  
Miraculously the victim was not seriously injured. 


 
8.5.1 As a result of a BTP investigation one of the males and the female were detained by officers, 


charged with attempted murder and committed for trial.  A second male suspect has been 
identified and following discussion with the Procurator Fiscal a warrant has been issued for his 
arrest. 


 
Operation Tawny 


8.6 In January 1998 a 19 year old female was seriously assaulted whilst travelling on a train 
between Hastings and Charing Cross.  Her injuries were so severe that she was in a coma for 
five days following the attack and left partially paralysed.  Despite an extensive investigation, the 
offender was never identified and the case remained unsolved. 


  
8.6.1 In September 2008, Sussex Police contacted BTP to inform them that an inmate at Broadmoor 


Hospital had intimated that he was responsible for the 1998 attack.  The inmate was interviewed 
by BTP and gave them details of the attack that suggested that he may have been the assailant. 
There was no forensic evidence from the initial investigation and the victim had been so 
traumatised that there was no possibility that she could visually identify her attacker.  A careful 
examination of all the information from the initial investigation established details of the attack 
that could only have been known to the assailant. 


 
8.6.2 The officers presented a strong, although circumstantial case to the Crown Prosecution Service 


who agreed to prosecute for attempted rape and attempted murder.  The inmate eventually 
pleaded guilty to both offences.  He also pleaded guilty to the murder of two women in Hastings 
around the same time period as the offence on the railway.  He was sentenced to life 
imprisonment with a minimum tariff of 21 years. 


 
Serious Assault at Rugby 
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8.7 On the morning of 15 August 2010, rail staff at Rugby railway station found a pool of blood 
outside the main entrance.  This was reported, and BTP made commenced enquiries to identify 
the victim.  Later that day a male contacted Warwickshire Police stating that his son had been 
attacked at the station in the early hours of the morning, and was suffering from serious head 
injuries.  BTP officers attended the informant’s home address and located the victim who 
required hospital treatment. 


 
8.7.1 The victim named his attacker and as a result of this information a suspect was arrested.  CCTV 


footage was seized which showed a male attacking the victim with a baseball bat at the front of 
the station and the weapon was recovered from the suspect’s home.  The suspect was taken to 
Rugby police station where he was interviewed and fully admitted his part in the attack.  The 
suspect was due to be sentenced on 22 October at Warwick Crown Court. 


 
Anti Social Behaviour Operation 


8.8 The 20.30hrs Transpennine Express service from York to Middlesbrough has been regularly 
subject to passengers behaving in an anti social manner on Saturday evenings as a result of 
afternoon drinking sessions in York City Centre.  
 


8.8.1 On 2 October 2010 BTP officers and Special Constables carried out a high profile operation to 
combat the anti social behaviour. Despite the police presence one individual began shouting and 
swearing at passengers and threatening officers with violence. The male became extremely 
violent lashing out at officers resulting in Captor being deployed whilst the train was in motion.  A 
male and female attempted to prevent officers from arresting the suspect which resulted in their 
arrest for obstructing police in the course of their duties.  
 


8.8.2 As a result of the problems experienced by passengers on this service, Operation Night Owl, a 
North Eastern Area led initiative focusing on the reduction and detection of anti social behaviour 
was introduced.  This operation will run from October through to December and will focus on 
reducing instances of disorder on Saturday evening problem services.    


 
  
9.    RECOMMENDATIONS 
9.1 That Members note the contents of this paper. 





